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March Madness is a great time of year!  We have St. Patrickõs Day, the NCAA Tournament and    
basketball championships at all levels.  The NCAA tournament is always full of surprises like Middle 
Tennessee, Notre Dame, Syracuse and then a #2 seed Villanova drains a 3 at the buzzer to become 
Number One! Does it get any better than that?  Well, miracles do happen and we want to              
congratulate Good Shepherdõs 7th and 8th grade Boys basketball team for winning the Rotary     
Tournament for the 3rd year in a row!  March is the start of Spring in Vermont.  The sap is running 
and some say it might be a bumper maple syrup crop this year.  The industry continues to change 
with the seasons and below are some highlights: 
 
Ahold/Delhaize:  
Shareholders approved the sale on March 14th and they announced 83 stores will be closed.  The   
Federal Trade Commission has not issued a decision yet but apparently Ahold/Delhaize wanted to 
be proactive identifying stores that may conflict.  They include all of the Martin Stores (20).  Food 
Lion (43).  Giant/Landover (9).  Hannaford (8).  Stop&Shop (3). 
  
Fresh Market is sold: 
The Fresh Market Inc has announced that they have been sold to Apollo Global Management, LLC 
for approximately $1.36 Billion.  
  
UNFI buys Haddon House: 
This is huge news in the specialty, ethnic and natural foods industry.  UNFI reportedly purchased all 
of Haddon House assets for $217.5 Million.  Haddon House will be a wholly owned subsidiary of 
UNFI and David Anderson Sr. and David Anderson Jr. will be very involved in running the Haddon 
House day to day business. 
  
 

Good Shepherd Boys Division A Champs!  

 



 

Industry News 
 

Vermont GMO Labeling  Law Goes into Effect 

On May 8, 2014 Vermont Governor Peter Shumlin signed a bill into law that requires the Labeling of all            
genetically modified foods (GMO). Act 120 goes into effect July 1, 2016 and all manufactures have until January 1, 
2017 to amend their labels. Vermont is the first state in the country to pass this law, but has been followed by 
Connecticut and Maine. Governor Shumlin stated during the bill signing, òVermonters take our food and how it is 
produced seriously, and we believe we have a right to know whatõs in the food we buy, more than 60 countries 
have already restricted or labeled these foods, and now one stateñVermontð will also ensure that we know whatõs 
in the food we buy.ó  
This law requires that any processed food that contains a product of genetic engineering must be labeled òpartially 

produced with genetic engineeringó Act 120 does not only effect Vermont distributers, but national distributors, 

such as General Mills, Kellog, Con Agra and Mars as well as any other suppliers who do business in Vermont.  

 

 

Celtic 2nd Quarter Anniversaries 
 

APRIL 
 

Deidre Flynn-3 years 
Rose Davis-6 years 

  
MAY 

 
Tara Dimicco-1 year 

Nate Bell-4 years 
Ed Gritsavage-5 years 
Chris Mirabelli-6 years 

  
JUNE 

 
Kerryanne Downer- 1 year 

Mike McVey-2 years 
Ed Ounjian-8 years 

Dan McGrath-8 years 
Henry Naviasky-13 years 

  



Industry News 
     
 
 
 
 

Bob Moore, President and Founder of 

Bob's Red Mill and Ed Gritsavage, 

Southern Brand Manager for Celtic 

Marketing.   

 

Ed was recently honored as the East 

Coast Representative of the year for 

Bob's Red Mill at the Annual Expo 

West Show in Anaheim, CA.   

òThis broker rep doggedly and with great determination went after acquiring a BRM dedicated set in an     
influential large supermarket chain. He gained a phenomenal  7,000+ new points of distribution with many 
skus being dual placed within the store. This individual was able to secure a branded BRM sign that will be 
placed over each set. No other vendor has ever been allowed to do this. Always looking for additional        
opportunities for us, always upbeat and always loyal.é Ed Gritsavage, Celtic Marketing Broker Rep of the 
Yearó 
     ~ Susan P. Garrett, Regional Sales Manager 
        Bob's Red Mill Natural Foods, Inc. 

Whole Food News 

Whole Foods is opening 3 new stores in New Jersey. 

1st location will open April 13th in Wall, NJ. 

 2nd location will be Spring Lake Wall Whole Foods.   

3rd location to open in Monmouth County, NJ  

 



Industry News Continued 
 

Bozzutoõs Show 

Mike Hagerty, Vigo & Caitlin Hughes 
Mike Chamberlin, Euro-American & Chris Shaw, 

American Beverage & John Coles, Euro-American 

Dan McGrath, Rose Davis, Nate Bell & Ron 

Valentine, Torani 

Michael Naviasky & George Bair 



 

 

Save the Date 

Celtic Marketing's 12th annual Golf  Outing  

to Benefit the Polycystic Kidney  Disease                

Foundation 

 

When:  September 8th 2016 

Where: St. Johnsbury Country Club 

$150.00 Golf  & Dinner 

$30.00 dinner only 


